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“Art is a lie that makes us realize the truth”   - Pablo Picasso 

 

Course Description: 

This course is an exploration of literature that adheres to the IB Aims and Objectives and the Arizona 

Performance Standards for 12th grade English Literature. In the first semester, we will focus closely on 

a selection of British and U.S. poetry, drama, and prose. In the second semester, we will examine the 

novel, exploring works from the U.S., France, and Canada. Throughout the course, students will 

engage in guided and independent interpretive exercises and practice clear expression of their ideas 

both orally and in writing. It is my aim that students will enjoy the process of reading and analyzing 

the works and benefit both academically and personally from practicing the art of clear expression of 

their ideas. 

 

Approach: 

This course focuses on both the World Literature texts selected for your program and texts chosen by 

our school for their distinctive use of language. This content will drive the life force of the class. 

Without question, complete mastery of each text is imperative. You must devote time to reading these 

works, or you will not be prepared to complete the assignments associated with each one. A 

demanding reading load is not impossible - it merely takes planning. 

 

IB Aims and Objectives/ Arizona Performance Standards:  

1. Encourage a personal appreciation of literature and develop an understanding of the techniques 

involved in literary criticism 

2. Develop the students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication, and 

provide the opportunity of practicing and developing the skills involved in writing and 

speaking in a variety of styles and situations 

3. Introduce students to a range of literary works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts 

4. Broaden the students’ perspective through the study of works from other cultures and 

languages 

5. Introduce students to ways of approaching and studying literature, leading to the development 

of an understanding and appreciation of the relationships between different works 

6. Develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written text 

7. Promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, literature 

 

Expectations: 

Having followed the Language A1 program at Higher Level (HL) candidates will be expected to 

demonstrate: 

1. An ability to engage in independent literary criticism in a manner which reveals a personal 

response to literature 

2. An ability to express ideas with clarity, coherence, conciseness, precision and fluency in both 

written and oral communication 

3. A command of the language appropriate for the study of literature and a discriminating 

appreciation of the need for an effective choice of register and style in both written and oral 

communication 

4. A sound approach to literature through consideration of the works studied  



5. A thorough knowledge both of the individual works studied and of the relationships between 

groups of works studied 

6. An appreciation of the similarities and differences between literary works from different ages 

and/or cultures 

7. An ability to engage in independent textual commentary on both familiar and unfamiliar pieces 

of writing 

8. A wide-ranging appreciation of structure, technique and style as employed by authors, and of 

their effects on the reader 

9. An ability to structure ideas and arguments, both orally and in writing, in a logical, sustained 

and persuasive way, and to support them with precise and relevant examples. 

 

Literary Content: 
Anchor texts for First Semester include: 

 

        MacBeth  by William Shakespeare 

 Selected poems from Robert Frost, T.S. Eliot, Sylvia Plath, William Butler Yeats and others 

Heart of Darkness  by Joseph Conrad 

*Additional works will be introduced and used to enhance course objectives throughout the semester. 

NOTE:  During the first semester students will prepare and polish skills for the Individual Oral 

Commentary Internal Assessment. 

Anchor texts for Second Semester include: 

 

 The Stranger by Albert Camus 

 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

 The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood 

*Additional works will be introduced and used to enhance course objectives throughout the semester. 

NOTE:  During the second semester students will prepare for the Paper #1 and #2 External Assessment. 

Course Grading Criteria:  
Your grade will be based on an assessment of the work that you complete inside and outside of class. 

Your grade for each quarter will be determined based upon the total number of points earned for all 

assignments divided by the total number of available points. All work (homework, in-class discussion, 

group activities, etc.) should be considered as equally valuable.  Tests, quizzes, written response, 

formal essays, projects, and homework will all be used to assess your final semester grade according to 

a straight points based system. 

 

 

 



 

Academic Integrity: 

As a community of scholars, we are bound together by the bonds of academic integrity. At its most 

basic level, the principle of academic integrity requires that any work you submit be your own. Your 

name on a paper signals that you alone completed the assignment. When an assignment requires you to 

consult outside sources, all such sources must be clearly credited in your work using MLA (Modern 

Language Association) citation format. Please be mindful of maintaining your personal integrity. Make 

sure that your work is your own. 

Class Policies: 

Papers/Essays—THIS IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT!  READ CAREFULLY! 

 All papers must be typed.  No exceptions. 

 You may not “turn in” a paper to me via e-mail. I must receive a hard copy of your work. 

 Some essays will require Turnitin.com.  This is not optional. Without a Turnitin submittal, you have not 

completed the assignment. 

Late work will not be accepted.  I must have your work by the end of the school day it is due (2:00 P.M.) or 

you’ve missed your opportunity to fulfill the assignment.  All of your papers should have the following 

information in the upper left hand corner of your initial page (your heading, like everything else in MLA, 

should be double-spaced): 

Your Name 

My Name 

I.B. English 12 Honors (word count) 

 Due date (7 August 2009) 

Title 

Late Work:  

There will be zero credit given for late work.  

 

Work missed by students during an absence must be made up at a rate of two days allowed for each 

full day of absence.  

If you are absent the day an essay or LARGE project is due, you should attempt to make arrangements 

to get your paper or project to school even if you won’t be there.  If you are absent the day you are 

scheduled to take part in a presentation, we will be unable to wait for your input (choose your partners 

and groups carefully).   

While usually a blessing, technology can also be a curse! Computer/printer problems are not an 

acceptable excuse for a late assignment. If your printer is out of ink, e-mail the assignment to a friend 

and have them print it out for you, or e-mail it to yourself or copy it onto a disc, and print it out 

BEFORE you come to class. Please do not disrupt the class with personal printing issues.  



 

Materials: 

Pens, pencils, notebook, paper – Choose an organizational and note-taking system that works best for 

you. 

 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers 7th Editions 

 

Strunk and White:  The Elements of Style 

 

Novels: Although available in the school bookstore, you may want to purchase your own copy to mark. 

 

 

Contact Information/Office Hours: 

 

Scott LaVigne 

Room 402 

480-575-2471 

slavigne@ccusd93.org 

 

Office Hours: 

MWTH  2:00-3:00 

 

mailto:slavigne@ccusd93.org

